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David Skarbek’s reasoning on Prison Gangs
 American prisons are popular for many things among them, the high number of gangs. David Skarbek explains the underlying reasoning for the rising number of gangs in the prisons and the potential order that they bring. Contrary to the popular belief that the rising number of gangs may be the reason for the persistent problems in prisons and even outside, in regards to violence and racism, Skarbek argues that prison gangs are creating a new social and economic order that has not been realized.
Skarbek explains that American prison gangs have existed for more than a century and many scholarly works have been published regarding the rising gang population in prisons. However, he points out that the existing literature has not paid attention to the potential positive impacts of these gangs. Skarbek, in his text The Social order of the Underworld, argues that the American prison systems deny prisoners many high-demand goods and services. Skarbek seems to blame the criminal justice system for the persistent challenges that continue to affect society, which has, for long, been associated with the gang populations. In the YouTube video, David Skarbek on prison gangs and the social order of the underworld, he argues that the underworld prison gangs govern the American penal system.
For Skarbek, the prison gangs are not the problem as society would want to see them. Instead, the gangs are created to serve different purposes in the absence of the formal governance system. Using the concept of the stationary bandit, Skarbek explains how gangs create governance where governance has been lacking, which consequently influences the promotion of economic activities. He argues that gangs can create an incentive to assist the people around grow even richer through the provision of security and creating a governance structure to a setting that is lawless (p. 132).
Skarbek blames the violence associated with prison gangs on the inaccessibility of resources and poverty. However, prisoners have found a way to supply the things that they need in prisons even if it is illegal. Based on the characteristics of the prison gang, Skarbek argues that the prison gangs operate in prisons, “but that does not mean that” they only operate in prisons (p. 133). According to Skarbek, even prison gangs who engage in economic activities like drug dealing pay taxes because their operations extend outside the prisons. He explains how the county jails system works and how it promotes criminal underworld economic activities and operations. The county jail system, according to Skarbek, plays a crucial role in linking street crime and prison crime. Since they contribute to social and economic development, Skarbek believes that the prison gang’s organization activities and problems associated with violence and racism can be resolved through the legalization of drugs. In the YouTube video, he says that he suggested the legalization of drugs to help reduce the prison population involved in violence and racism because it seeks to solve the competition issue. Prison gangs fight over control for the profits, which may result even in the death of some inmates. Therefore, the solution is to create a free market by legalizing drugs.
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